Situation regarding the 'Onderstepoort Horse Slaughter'

I am certain that you have had many reports that are currently being distributed by e mail on the 'Onderstepoort Horse Slaughter'.  I would like to set a few of the facts straight for GHS, so that you are aware of the situation.
 

The year before last our attention was brought to the public auctioning of horses out of Onderstepoort Biological Products, by 'World Animal Watch' - Messrs Joan Harmsen and Lara Meano.  A further auction was held last year.  Both auctions were monitored by an Inspector. We found that whilst the horses were in a good condition physically, and were not cruelly treated, there was some stress experienced by them due to the fact that the majority of the horses were 'unhandled',The butcher purchased a number of the horses for slaughter - something we could not prevent, as slaughter is legal, and the horses were difficult to find purchasers for due to being difficult to handle - it was therefore felt that in the bigger picture, it was in these horses best interests to be euthanased, rather than end up in the wrong hands, and become another cruelty statistic. 
 

 We had a meeting with OBP to discuss the problem, and found them very open to suggestions as to how to rectify the matter. The resulting agreement was that potential buyers can approach OBP to purchase a horse, and HHCU will carry out a routine 'pre home' inspection to ensure that basic welfare criteria were met by the potential buyer.  The horses that were unable to be rehomed due to temperament or physical problems would be disposed of by OBP - either by the horses being destroyed on site at OBP (our first choice) or by being sent for slaughter at a registered abattoir.  HHCU agreed to monitor the euthanasia.
 

In the meantime, a protest has been launched by Messrs Harmsen and Leano, mostly via e mail.  On some of the e mails entitled "Onderstepoort Horse Slaughter' there are photographs attached of the slaughter of horses which are very disturbing.  I enquired from Ms Leano if the photographs were taken in a South African abattoir, and was advised that they were not, they were taken from an American welfare organisations web site.  I objected, finding the subject heading and photographs misleading to say the least, and also stated my concerns that the scandalizing of slaughter could influence the closing down of the only operational and legal abattoir in Gauteng, which would result in the horses being slaughtered in the bush by illegal operators.  The result has been that HHCU have been accused of 'not doing anything about the problem", ' a cover-up with OBP and the abattoir' and other similar uninformed statements.  Despite our assurances to the contrary, they feel that there is a conspiracy of some sort going on.  They have not chosen to advertise the fact they have been advised that people are now able to purchase horses directly from OBP.  So I cannot help but feel that they are misleading the public, for what reason I am not quite sure.
 

Horses being used for experimentation, being auctioned, or slaughtered, is not something any horse lover condones, but in our society, all three practices are legal, and are happening on a daily basis.  It is reality.  It is our job to investigate, monitor and report on these practices in an honest, unbiased, and professional manner, despite criticism from people who may not know better. 
 

I hope that this helps to put the situation into focus, and assure you that we are doing the best that we can for the welfare of the horses.
 

Kind Regards,
 

Bev Seabourne
Manager
HHCU
