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REINING SPUR GUIDELINES FOR STEWARDS AND JUDGES

"Reining strongly urges any individual who is anticipating purchasing Western spurs for use in Reining or
Reining sponsored classes to purchase their choice of the Recommended options”. Remember, you
should never ride with spurs until you can assure that you will never touch the horse unless you intend
to. “Excessive spurring” includes touching the horse frequently or continuously with the spurs which
must be considered as abuse which could result in a penalty and requires the discretion of the judge, as
per the extract taken from the 2008 Rule Book, as below.

Extracted from SANEF/NRHA Judges Guide

Item 10

While the application of a penalty for abuse requires the discretion of the judge, this judge must make his/her determination based on
SANEF guidelines. That SANEF has determined that the exhibition of a horse that is obviously lame or is otherwise in an unhealthy
condition must be considered abuse. The exhibition of a horse that has a cut or abrasion showing clear evidence of fresh blood in the
mouth, nose, chin, shoulder, barrel, flank or hip area (those areas reasonable to believe the injury may have been caused by the rider or
equipment) must be considered abuse regardless of how the injury was caused.

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED SPURS

The spurs shown below have blunt rowels and are both attractive and functional. If you are purchasing
spurs, Reining strongly recommends that you select a pair with rowels identical to, or very similar to, the
ones pictured below.




S

e Reining
GHS

ACCEPTABLE SPURS

The spurs shown below have been designed mostly for “show”. Because of the large or extremely
pointed rowels, Reining discourages their use. A skilled rider would not need this type of spur and for
the unskilled the danger of accidentally marking the horse and being eliminated is increased.
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STRONGLY DISCOURAGED SPURS

The spurs shown below are primarily for decorative purposes and are usually seen in the Rodeo Arena
during the opening parades or when riders are walking around. They are seldom, if ever, seen during
events. Spurs with these types of rowels will attract much negative attention from riders and spectators
who are not familiar with Western disciplines. In addition, the sharp points on oversized rowels are
extremely difficult to control. These types of spurs make it extremely easy to draw blood on a horse and
should only be used, if at all, by the most highly skilled riders. Any rider who has the skill necessary to
use such spurs does not need them and, to protect the reputation of Reining and Reining sponsored
events, Reining strongly recommends that rowels like these never be used at an event sponsored by
Reining.




