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WHAT TO EXPECT IN THE OTHER WESTERN DISIPLINES
Before Reining comes Pleasure, Trail and Horsemanship.

Reining has always recommended the for the new western rider to break into reining that try these classes first, especially on a new western horse.

WESTERN PLEASURE HORSE
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Western Pleasure class

Western Pleasure is Reining’s equivalent of an English Hack and is judged in the following way.

Divided into two categories

Novice Horse Adult or youth this will be any legal bit any age horse one or two handed irrespective of bit but to finish class as started.

Open Horse Adult or Youth.  Curb one handed irrespective of horse’s age.

20 points for conformation and condition
10 points for manners.

Jog 15 point per direction

Walk 5 points per direction

Lope 15 points per direction.

5 points for backup

The rider is not judged but do remember the better you look on the horse the better the overall picture and the higher the score.

What is expected of the horse.

The horse works on the rail in both directions. It is  expected to have free flowing strides of reasonable length in keeping with his conformation. Should move balanced, with the correct gate and good cadence. Head should not be carried behind the vertical (over flexed), or excessively out (poking). Head should be just in front of the vertical. Neck and pole should never be below the wither (peanut pusher) it should be carried just above the wither, with a light contact on the reins. The horse should, as in all western classes have a bright, alert willing and happy expression.
In extensions he should flow and be a very smooth comfortable ride.

Extended jog is done sitting, rising to the jog (trot ) is not an option.

In the class a horse works in a group and in all gates (paces) in both directions. In open classes an extension of either jog or lope in either or both directions maybe asked for.

A rider never has to change horses and the judge never rides your horse.

When asked to reverse (change) direction the rider changes with a small controlled half circle  plus minus 5 to 10 meters maximum towards the center of the arena and then continues in the new direction, this may be done at the walk or Jog but never at a lope. On finding the horse in front of you is to slow you may pass on the inside as long as you don’t  run the judge down or disrupt any horses in passing or on moving into a new position.

Marked down 

· In passing another horse you cause a disruption.

· Excessive and uncontrolled speed, if dangerous may be disqualified and asked to leave arena.
· Wrong lead

· Break of gate

· Delay on taking the correct gate

· Excessive slowness of gate i.e.

· Loss of forward movement resulting in an artificial gate.

· Over flexing or straining on reins 9behind the vertical).

· Opening mouth excessively

· Stumbling 

· Quick choppy stride (pony type) not in keeping with conformation.

· Cross firing at  lope( Inside front outside hind)
A No score

Disqualification for the following.

· Head to low continually ears below the wither.

· Over flexing or straining continually (behind the vertical).

· Loss of control will be asked to leave the arena immediately. 

· Use of spurs excessively or in front of cinch (girth)

· Lethargic or sullen or overly tired

· Touching horse/saddle with hand/s
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