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Thank you for your interest in applying to become a Trainee Dressage Judge. It is important that you read the following background information before completing the Application Form.

What requirements do I have to satisfy in order to join the Trainee Judges Panel?

We are looking for people who have already been exposed to dressage and have therefore had relevant experience either in terms of being a competitor, an instructor, or maybe a parent of competing children/juniors. Good communications ability (both verbal and written) is essential, together with a very proactive attitude to learning. It is also absolutely vital that you have TIME to dedicate to learning (see section below). In the past we have found that people with other obligations, whether family or business or interests in another equestrian discipline, are not able to fulfil the requirements of becoming a Dressage Judge.

Remember that you will need to have regular access to e-mail – all our communications on seminars, clinics, and other matters are sent to you on e-mail.  

Training procedure:

In order to progress through your training as a Judge, you will be required to undertake the following:

· Act as secretary at dressage shows. You should proactively contact Kate, the Dressage Secretary at GHS on 011 702 1657/1659 to offer your services;
· ‘Sit-in’ with National A judges judging Preliminary Tests at least 4 times;
· Attend at least 3 appropriate seminars during a one year period. Theoretical seminars, frequently illustrated with videos, are held in the Kyalami area. Ringside seminars are held at Kyalami Equestrian Park when dressage shows are in progress. Practical seminars with ridden demonstrations are generally also held in the Kyalami area;
· When all of the above activities have been completed, consideration will then be given to your ‘shadow judging’, which is your practical examination (you should provide your own secretary who should not be a judge).
Note that scribing, attending seminars, sitting-in, and shadow-judging will form the basis for taking practical examinations as you progress up the panels.

An Activity Sheet will be given to you on which you should record all your work and have it signed by the presiding judge - unsigned activities do not carry the weight of those signed. This enables the Examining National Judges to assess whether you are ready to take an exam.  
Examining procedure:
	Level of Test
	Requirements

	Preliminary 
	Scribe at least 12 times for Preliminary level classes 

Attend 3 appropriate seminars

Sit-in with National A judges (by arrangement) 4 times on this level 

SANEF Written Exam No. 1 plus practical judging of Prelim Test

	Novice
	Scribe at least 12 times for Novice level classes

Attend 3 appropriate seminars

Sit-in with National A judges (by arrangement) 4 times on this level 

SANEF Written Exam No. 2 plus practical judging of Novice Test

	Elementary
	Scribe at least 12 times for Elementary level classes

Attend 3 appropriate seminars

Sit-in with National A judges (by arrangement) 4 times on this level 

Practical Judging of Elementary Test

	Elem/Medium
	Scribe at least 12 times for Elementary/Medium level classes

Attend 3 seminars

Sit-in with National A judges (by arrangement) 4 times on this level 

Practical Judging of Elementary/Medium Test

	Medium
	Scribe at least 12 times for Medium level classes

Attend 3 seminars

Sit-in with National A judges (by arrangement) 4 times on this level 

Practical Judging of Medium Test

	Advanced/Prix St. George, Intermediare I
	Attend 3 seminars

Sit-in with National A judges (by arrangement) 4 times on this level 

Practical Judging of Advanced Test up to Intermediare I level to become a National Candidate Judge

National Selection Committee Decision on promotion to National Panel


How long does it take to progress to the next level?

This is entirely dependent on your level of commitment, the completion of required activities detailed under the Training Procedure above, and the number of judging assignments you have completed (where applicable). To progress to the next level, your signed Activity sheets are assessed by the GHS Dressage Examining Judges, who will then decide whether you have had sufficient exposure to the next level and are ready for examination.

Required Membership to Regional Body:
In addition, if you are not already a ‘competing’ member of GHS, you would be required to become an ‘Official’ member when you have passed your first written and first practical exam to judge Preliminary Tests. Please contact GHS about taking up membership once this occurs.
If you feel you can fulfil these requirements, please complete the attached Application Form and return to Debbie van Wyk at debivanwyk@gmail.com or fax to 011-280-3861.

Application Form to become a 


Trainee Dressage Judge


Date: …..…………………………………...

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY IF FAXING, 

OR COMPLETE ON LINE IF SENDING VIA E-MAIL.

Surname…………………………………………………………. First Name ………………..… ………..Title ……..…
ID no………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Postal Address …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Street Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Tel (work) …………………………………………….                  Tel (home) …………………………………………..
Cell phone …………………..……………………………...…
E-mail address ………………………………………………..………………
 Please note that you should have regular access to e-mail as this is our preferred method of communicating with judges re seminars and all other matters.
Please tell us why you are interested in becoming a Dressage Judge

Dressage Experience

Are you a current or past dressage competitor?  If yes, please give details of the level you compete at, the name of your horse(s) and the name of your instructor(s). List any other relevant dressage experience/exposure.

Are you or any other family members involved in any other equestrian discipline (if so please specify)

Please give a brief CV of your background (your occupation if in business, other interests, family etc)

‘I learnt more about Dressage by stealing with my eyes and my ears than any other way’ – with apologies to Mr Ernst Holtz.
Please return this completed form to

Debbie van Wyk at debivanwyk@gmail.com or fax 011-280-3861
Application to become a 


Trainee Dressage Judge
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