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DISQUALIFICATION RULE
SEPTEMBER 2010
Since the beginning of 2010 the National Technical Showjumping Committee had made a decision in regard to the use of the whip after a competitor has being eliminated.

The decision was unanimously agreed to by the committee that the following rule be implemented and adhered to by all.  Below is the rule.

12.1.2.3

Excessive use of the whip


The whip cannot be used to vent a rider’s temper. Such use is always excessive. The whip is not to be used after elimination or after a horse has jumped the last fence on a course The whip is never to be used overhand, (for example a whip in the right hand being used on the left flank). The use of a whip on a horse’s head is always excessive use. A horse should never be hit more than three times for any one incident. If a horse’s skin is broken, it is considered excessive use of the whip, however, excessive use shall not be limited to broken skin.  A competitor identified as misusing or excessively using the whip will be disqualified and may be fined at the discretion of the Ground Jury.

Over the past few months this rule has being implemented correctly at most shows.  Recently the rule was not been applied correctly.  A number of competitors have used the whip after elimination and have not being disqualified.  This makes a mockery of the rules.
The decision of the committee with regard to the use of the whip is as follows:

Once a competitor is eliminated and then proceeds to use the whip by removing his/her hand from the reins will and MUST result in disqualification from the entire show.  The competitor will also forfeit any prizes and monies received during the entire show.

If a competitor uses his/her whip after elimination in the last class of a show they will be disqualified and forfeit any prizes and monies received during the entire show and will also be issued with a yellow card. 

There is only ONE exception to this rule and that is if the competitor TAPS the horse on the shoulder.  If a rider uses the whip on the shoulder in an abusive manner which may affect the contact to the horse’s mouth, or the horse’s head moves due to the movement of the reins, they will be disqualified.

THE NATIONAL TECHNICAL COMMITTEE IS NOW INSISTING THAT THIS RULE BE UPHELD.
BRUCE DEWAR

Chairman National Showjumping Technical Committee

