Attached is an article that has appeared in the Louisville Courier. Jane was interviewed by them. Also some photos that I took at the stables all decked out with the South African flag and colours; The Chef and Coach making plans and "Cutie" having a look at the Golf Cart we have for transport around the Horse Park which is huge. Our feet are taking strain walking everywhere! We have been lent bicycles by our Hosts and Peter T bought one at a "Pawn" Shop for $39!! He has official transport in a large mini-bus (this would be the envy of all SA Taxi Owners!!) which he picks us all up in the mornings, but it is not allowed actually into the Horse Park, from drop-off we then walk or get on the mobiles and call for for the Grooms to bring the Golf Cart which is adorned with SA Flags and Streamers!! Very colourful. We have been greeted with disbelief by 'local' South Africans who have been delighted to see us and speak a bit of afrikaans. The hospitality has been fantastic this first week when we had to find are own accommodation as the official rooms are only available from tomorrow, Tuesday.  The grooms are living in spacious Caravans at the KY Horse Park. We have had an American girl, Lauren Brooke, who has groomed in UK for Eric Smiley, join us and she is looking after Kings Courier, and Tamsyn Hutchins from UK joined us yesterday to groom for Martyn. Angie Terwin has joined the crew to groom for Paul; so all the horses are being spoilt and really well looked after, with Kirsten and Murray having been with them the whole way. They get as much beautiful green hay and lucerne as they want and fresh carrots arrive every day!! Riders and horses are looking well and excited to get on with the Event.

Wednesday at 9.00am is the Horse Inspection and then the draw for order of Riding. Only then will we know what day they will be doing their Dressage which takes place on Thursday and Friday. It has been extremely hot with temperatures of 30C and up, which is unusual for this time of year (a bit like home). Everywhere is brown except the X/C track which is being irrigated every day. The rest of the 'going' is very hard and very difficult to find somewhere to do fast work. We did finally have a bit of rain on the Saturday Evening which has cooled things down.

The Opening ceremony was a tear jerking moment for ALL South Africans as our 'Athletes' and officials marched with the rest of the World with SA Flag flying high. Now we knew we were here - after all the years and months of hard work. The small (soon to be swelled as others arrive today) South African contingent of supporters cheered the loudest as our Team entered that Arena. It really was something really special to behold.

As I said previously the hospitality has been amazing. Today we have been invited to lunch with the Manager of Gainesway Stud where Wolf Power used to stand. We will be given a guided tour of the Stud by the Stud Manager (he and his wife are South Africans). 

Today is a fairly quiet day at the Horse Park as the Games get under way with the first of Dressage classes. We have stood in awe and wonder as we have watched Morlands Totillas work in one of the many practice arenas. Our Riders are working side by side with Mary King, William Fox-Pitt and Pippa Funnell. Mark Todd is here. Its amazing 'cos we are here too!!

That's about all the news for a while. Watch this space and I will keep in touch. Please pass this on as I don't have everyone's emails.

Cheers,

Priscilla.
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