GHS DRESSAGE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – 2010

First and foremost I would like to say that it has been a privilege and such a pleasure to work together with such a dedicated and positive committee. Sibylle Gussmann, Heather Partner,Clare Bailes, Debbie Van Wyk, Cheryl Kempin, Andrea Lotis and André La Conté  - Thank you!

Many thanks must also go to Shelly Beckbessinger for always being there, Kate Launder and NJ Freeman who’s input never goes unnoticed and of course Jaap, Frans and all the ground staff for their endless work.

There was no easing into the Committee’s new term which started in November 2009 and it has been non-stop with rather exciting happenings!

GHS hosted the FEI Dressage competition in October 2009 and it was a privilege working with Eddy DeWolff from the Netherlands and Joan Mc Cartney from Canada. Both were extremely accommodating and helpful to judges and riders.   

Harry Payne from the UK judged the Mini-Novice Champs in December 2009, which was followed by a seminar that was well attended, particularly for the time of year.                          

Natalie Hobday hosted a ‘train the trainer’ seminar which was very well attended and thoroughly enjoyed by trainers, riders and judges.

Jean-Phillipe Camboulives hosted a Grand Prix rider clinic which also had a large attendance of spectators.  Many thanks to SANEF for inviting Jean Phillipe to do this.

 Mariette Withages – O Level judge from Belgium, who was originally booked to do a judges seminar in April 2010 unfortunately had to cancel, due to the Volcanic ash cloud that hindered world travel.  We were very fortunate that she was able to find a gap in her very busy schedule to host the seminar in August.  Once again, this was very well attended with 110 participants, 58 of these judges. There were also 21 out of province and neighbouring country guests.  It was not only judges that benefited from Mariette’s visit as riders from Medium upwards were judged by her at the GHS Dressage Championship!

We are currently in negotiation with Mariette to do a riders clinic in February 2011, for Novice through to Grand Prix Riders.

Following our Dressage Forum in June we were able to better understand our top level riders needs and we hope to continue in assisting these riders and high level judges to reach their goals which is to be able to ride Grand Prix at local events and have overseas judges to continue to assist riders and train our judges.

A Dressage Forum is being planned for later this year and we are hoping to get feedback from the lower grade riders as to what we can do to assist at that level.  A mentorship programme for judges and riders is currently being developed.

There has been continued judges training and we have continued to add to the DVD Training library! 

Congratulations to Sue Bass who was promoted to the National A panel.  Judy Vertue to National B panel, Erica De Groot and Eino Vourinen who were promoted to the National Candidate panel.  Cheryl Kempin and Susen Beier were promoted to Provincial B.

Seven new judges have joined, two of which have passed their first written exam.

Unfortunately the Grow Dressage days have not been very well attended.  We have also hosted Grow Dressage with a Judge and have tried different areas.  These days take a huge amount of organisation and time, which unfortunately cannot continue without support.

As we all know, without fund-raising and sponsorship, it is impossible to host overseas judges and trainers, kit out our teams, provide training for our judges, the list continues. Thank you so much to the Dressage community and our many sponsors for your continued support.

GHS Teams
Pony Rider Inter-Provincial’s were held in Gauteng this year and it was wonderful to have a Novice team included – Gauteng came in a close 2nd to KZN.  Well done riders.

Inter-Provincial Team consisted of: Theodora Michaletos – Bukkenburg Estie, Kelsey-Jo Baumann – Waterside Queen of the Nile, Marisa Cetinich – Caegwyn Regency Buck, Chelsey Gertenbach – Cyndon Bolero and Danielle Nortje – Waterside Twickers.

Novice Team consisted of : Shannon Dawson – Waterside Cleodwr, Diana Allers – Gypsy Colt, Nicholas Pieterse – Eltebo, Justin Trow – Sherwill China Blue and Marisa Cetinich – Dibbyn Chivas Regal.

Junior riders are still being selected for the Inter-Provincial’s in December 2010

Adult Inter-Provincial Team consisted of: Arina Petit – Highness STV, Andrea Harrison – Mandala, Candice Hobday – Filina, Elena Bosman – Videnco and Julie Mew – Loth Lorian.  Andrea Harrison also had Dancing Queen as a reserve horse.

Triumphantly winning the SA Championships. This was hosted in Port Elizabeth.

Thank you to all our selectors involved in all of the above – Caroline Potts, Judy Vertue, Eva Sydow, Clare Bailes, Bev Franklin, Petronella Clark and Ute Shutz.

Previous shows
With all the rain experienced over the summer months for the first time ever the ‘Teams of four” show had to be cancelled after having been postponed once already.

The SANEF competition – Gauteng leg was this year very successfully hosted by Angie Meredith at Eaton Farm.  Judges were Flo Vernon (EC) and Laura Kotze (WP).     

The Musical Freestyle event in July was once again a great success.  Possibly due to the Soccer World Cup, entries were not as large as in previous years.  Nonetheless, spectators were entertained with wonderful displays including that of Candice Hobday and her mare Filina, who rode the Grand Prix Freestyle – first ever in SA! It was an outstanding performance leaving spectators with goose-bumps and even tears!

Betts Townsend once again put up sponsorship for the Pas-de-Deux’s and Quadrille’s, which was a new entry to the Freestyle Festival.  As there were not many entries in this it was decided to run these classes as a series.

GHS Dressage Championships – There were 138 entries for this event!  Congratulations to Candice Hobday and Filina for winning the coveted GHS Trophy/Medal.  Congratulations must also go to Andrea Harrison for taking home most of the silverware in the E/EM/M classes including Freestyles.

Events to look forward to before the end of 2010 – Betts Townsend Pas-de-Deux and Quadrille finale, to be hosted at Riverleigh.  Teams of Four, Mini Novice Champs and Junior Inter-Provincials.

The committee continue to provide support to riders, judges and sponsors and will continue to bring in overseas judges and trainers to assist with the training of riders and judges at all levels.

SHEBA ZAGER

GHS – Dressage Committee Chair

