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GHS DRIVING DISCIPLINE
2010

ANNUAL REPORT

The Gauteng Driving Committee consisted of Penny Barnes (chairman), Natalie Hogg (vice-chairman) and Rodney Forster.  Daryl Janse van Rensburg offered his services and was quickly co-opted onto the committee.  His level headed way of thinking was much appreciated and it was a disappointment to all when he resigned.  Christine Sboros and Rene Brinkman offered their services for the newsletters.  However, as the number of drivers has dwindled, it was decided to have monthly Driving meetings instead of committee meetings.  This has worked well, with a lot of positive ideas coming out of it and I would like to thank those who attended regularly and contributed their ideas and efforts.
We had a bad year, with competitor numbers so down that a number of shows had to be cancelled and some Combined Driving Trials were replaced with arena shows.  The problem is that so many officials are needed to run that type of show that the number of competitors has to warrant it.  Also, with so few drivers, only one or two not entering for whatever reason, means the show is not a viable proposition.  Mention must be made here of the efforts Shelly Beckbessinger has made to come up with new ideas to enable us to carry on with some of the shows.  

Unfortunately, due to the lack of competitions and the World Equestrian Games, we do not have enough fit horses to field a GHS team for the Interprovincials to be held in November in KwaZulu-Natal, a venue known for its hills and heavy going. This is a great pity, as the top Gauteng drivers are a force to be reckoned with.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the GHS Executive, Shelly Beckbessinger, Marika Kruger and the rest of the GHS office staff for their support during the year, but, most of all, my thanks go to the horses who make our sport possible.
Penny Barnes

Chairman
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