GHS EQUITATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMANS REPORT

August 2009 – July 2010
COMMITTEE

The 2009 -2010 committee was Marion Clough (Chairman). Kirsty Loots (Vice Chairman). Yvonne Bolton, Monica Glover, Tanya Kleynhans, Mirja Horsthemke, Claudia Vrettas and Sigi Sauter
EVENTS

Equitation has once again had a very busy year with numerous shows being held.
Lower and Higher Grade Regional’s in August and September was very kindly sponsored by Farm City, which created a lovely atmosphere with marquees and gazebos everywhere. These shows have grown enormously and the team spirit amongst the competitors and regional supporters is amazing. 
All the Teams went the extra mile, turning out their horses and riders in team colours, you all looked so smart.
Gauteng North won the Junior Open with Luke Compaan winning the Individual prize.

Central won the Adult Open Team and Anne Marie Esslinger with a truly amazing score won the Adult Open Individual, fantastic to have our top riders competing at Inter-Regional’s
GHS Equitation Championships held at GHS on 31st October.  Unfortunately this show seems to clash with exams and with many horses in horse sickness, which resulted in very poor entries this year.
Alexa Stais won the Pony Rider Open, Mikayla McDonald won the Junior Open and Tania Siciliano won the Adult Open.
Junior SA Champs 9 – 12th December in Cape Town
Unfortunately we didn’t have a very strong team this year, so didn’t come home with the trophy, but our team rode well, with Anne-Marie as our Chef de Equip.

2010 FNB Super League Equitation

A big thanks you once again for FNB Home Loans Sponsorship.

Equitation Super League Series are held over a few months, which creates a lot of interest amongst the riders and is very well supported, seeing a big growth over the four legs. The standard of competition has improved over the last few years. 
The first leg was held at the beautiful venue Maple Ridge, giving our riders a wonderful opportunity to ride in the grass arena.

2nd Leg GHS Equitation Festival, 3rd leg at Easter Show and the FNB Finals being held at

Fourways Riding Centre, lovely trophies, rosettes and Victor Ludorum Sashes were presented to the winners in all the classes.

Pony Rider Junior Derby 24 – 27th April. A big thank you to GHS for hosting this superb show, all the arenas were in immaculate condition and were a show piece for this great event. Pony Rider Open was won by Chelsey Gertenbach, Junior Open won by Mikaya Mcdonald. 
Philip Smith Memorial Equitation Championship 8th & 9th May
This most prestigious event of the year is run by Yvonne Bolton and sponsored by Mary Slack. Four of South Africa’s top Equitation riders are invited to ride in this unique competition on their own and each others horses.
This year four very strong contenders Megan Berning, Tess Le Roux, Sarah Wallace and Mikaya Mcdonald.
The flatwork test was judged by Anne-Marie Esslinger, Claire Webb and Natalie Hogg, which the girls have to ride each others horses
The second phase continued in the Bob Charter arena on the Sunday Lunchtime.
Again the girls only have 2 minutes to get to know their new mounts before doing their jumping phase on each others horses. This is again judged by 3 judges. What a daunting thought, as you can imagine the amount of courage and nerves of steel you need to perform in front of so many people.
Congratulations go to Tess Le Roux, the winner of this competition on her outstanding horsemanship and riding skills. This is the highest accolade you can achieve in Equitation, no mean feat.
INTER AFRICA CUP

First time that we have had Equitation teams at the Inter Africa Cup.

3 Teams competed, Gauteng, Young Riders and Mauritius
Once again, the atmosphere was lovely with a great team spirit. This competition can only get better with more countries competing.

The Young Riders were victorious winners.

SANEF SCHOOL SHOWS

Continue to have large entries throughout the regions and the standard of riding has improved greatly over the last couple of years.

A big thank you to all Show organizes, Judges and Officials for making theses shows possible and for all your time and support.

PONY RIDER SA CHAMPIONSHIP  GAUTENG 11th – 19th June 
Wow what a show, with all the World Cup Soccer on the go and the South African spirit!!

The two championship classes, incorporating the individual championships were both held in the Stubbs arena. It was an incredibly cold day, nonetheless, all rider and their supporters were in a great mood. The Novice class attracted 50 entries and the Intermediate class had 25, it was lovely to see so many out of province riders. Gauteng teams were victorious. Novice Nina Holloway, Amy Crossley, Laure Morris, Tegan Brays and Brittany Oosthuizen (reserve) Intermediate Jarred Morris, Sylvia Dixon, Alexandra Munn, Jennifer Abbot and Kyla Brays (reserve)
Individual was won by Nina Holloway and Jarred Morris.

The victorious Gauteng Open S.A.Team, Tanya Chelin (reserve), Danielle Nortjie, Chelsea Gertenbach, Alexis Stais and Laurence Mowatt.

These classes were held in the lovely Bob Charter Arena, and judged by Pat Pohl, Vee Laros and Rogan Asken. I have never seen such a strong field, these aspiring talented riders are all going to go very far.

Kyla Gertenbach was the Individual S.A. Open Pony Rider winner.
YOUTH FESTIVAL 7th – 11th July

Alexa Stais a very determined and talented young rider, winning both the Pony Rider Open and Junior Open Classes, coached by her instructor Yvonne Bolton. Well done Alexa we are very proud of your achievements 
OFFICIALS

Sigi and Mirja have held a couple of Learner Judges Seminars and while I am writing they are waiting to do there exams, so we should have some enthusiastic new judges on board for the busy show this next year.

Fourways Riding Centre also hosted a Judges Seminar, Anne-Marie Esslinger was our guest speaker, Anna is always great to have on board as she has a great amount of knowledge, and is always very encouraging and informative, and some of the new test and movements were ridden by guinea pig riders. Thank you Megan Wahl and Keegan Staniland for you time.
GENERAL
Thanks must go to Shell Beckbessinger for her support of Equitation and our Equitation Secretary, Nicole De Villiers who have done so much and hosted so many wonderful shows this year, which have been of a very high standard.

I must make special mention of Jaap Du Rand, and the ground-staff for all their assistance and for keeping KEP, Arenas and the grounds in such superb condition.

It really is a showcase to be proud of.

I would also like to thank my committee members for all their hard work, dedication and support through out the year, you are a great team and keep me on my toes.
Unfortunately I will be standing down as Chairman of Equitation this year, due to work commitments, but will stay on board to help and assist where ever I can.

I truly believe Equitation is the stepping stone in producing great riders.

Marion Clough

GHS- Equitation Chairman

2010

