GHS EVENTING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

August 2009 to July 2010

COMMITTEE
The 2009/2010 committee began as Jane Kenyon (chairman), Andy Robinson (Vice Chairman), Katrina Gill, Marion Clough, Nicky Firer and new members Tracy Van der Heijden, Nichola Landman and Patrick Brown. During the year Nicky Firer and Patrick Brown resigned and Colin Hallaby was co opted.

REPORT
Well it has been quite a year and it has been wonderful being part of Eventing history in South Africa. The road to Kentucky 2010 began many years ago with the introduction of FEI levels to Eventing in our country, but up until mid 2009 we had only offered up to FEI **  level. August 2009 saw the first FEI *** held at Northern Farm and five riders attained their first qualifying round to WEG 2010. This was an enormous undertaking for many, many people. The cost of building a cross country track to this standard is astronomical and overseas officials were required as we had no South African officials qualified at this level. SANEF helped financially to help us on our way, many different fund raisers were held over the next six months and sponsors were found including many generous individuals. Our thanks to all of you. The Eventing community really played their part too. GHS also co ran two of our shows for us as we needed their wonderful facilities at KEP as Northern Farm did not have the infrastructure required by FEI at this level. 
Karkloof (KZN) hosted SA Champs in October 2009, it was won by Graham Winn on Zorba. GHS made a clean sweep of the team events winning the Adult Inter Provincials, the Adult Novice Team Event and the Junior Inter Provincials. Well done to all of you.
2009 ended on a real high – the final FEI*** qualifier co hosted by KEP and Northern Farm saw our squad qualify for WEG. A very emotional moment for all! Graham Winn, Paul Hart, Heidi Wood and Douglas Welsh had done it – they were on their way. Their horses went almost straight away into quarantine in Cape Town, Martyn Swanepoel was included in the squad although he still had to get one more QR in Europe. Our squad then campaigned in France from March to August 2010, under the watchful eye of team coach Jean Philippe Cambourlives. Then they were off to Kentucky! 
With the focus being on our WEG squad it has been quite challenge keeping everyone else happy in the lower grades. We have had rule changes which saw the names of the National grades moving from Pre Novice, Novice and Intermediate to Eventing 80, 90 and 100. Also the technicality of the cross country changed to fit in line and underneath the FEI levels better. Entries have remained steady and the positive influence of the WEG campaign has definitely filtered through. We saw the last running of Joyride Novice Champs due to the level changes too and we thank Joyride for their wonderful contribution over the last decade. Unfortunately we are still battling with numbers of Juniors and Pony Riders particularly in the higher levels.
Pony Rider Champs was co hosted by KEP and NFEP in June 2010, our GHS team sadly did not complete the event as one pony was eliminated in the XC and one was lame for the showjumping phase.
Our venues continue to be the backbone of our sport, FEIs influence and encouragement has lifted the game throughout the levels.

Northern Farm go from strength to strength under the helm of Andy Robinson and Linda Philo, despite logistical issues with the lack of infrastructure. We are so lucky to have a venue like this in Gauteng with such incredible going.

Inanda Country Base is always well supported, Tim Payne ran less shows than usual in this period. He is hosting SA Champs once again in December 2010.

Presidents Park, Springs, only had one lower grade show, incorporating the inter regional final. Firstly the Springs municipality were upgrading the park so it was unavailable and then Graham, who is course designer and builder, was obviously away for most of 2010 on his WEG campaign.
Le Godimo, Skeerpoort, continue to run two super events a year, efficiently run by Linda Philo and Louise Zijp. Their shows run from levels Eventing 70 to 100 and next year they hope to run their first one star.

Fourways Riding Centre’s events improve all the time. Known for her inviting tracks for the “very first timers”, Marion Clough now builds right up to the Eventing 100 level. We incorporated SANEF schools into these shows too.
Weltmeyer, Alberton, is an important venue as it does encourage a different group of riders to event, as these people often do not commute to our side of town. Unfortunately their May 2010 event had to be cancelled due to the wet ground.

Our Eventing Classic series was well supported once again, with Northern Farm running their first one this year, the final was at KEP and the Showjumpers beat the Eventers in the team competition. Next year will see a revamp of this series.

I would like to thank my GHS Eventing committee members, all our officials, show organising committees, sponsors and fellow eventers for a fantastic year. It has been exciting, exhilirating and exhausting! Your commitment to Eventing in South Africa has made so many dreams come true and has laid a path that many more will follow for years to come.

Regards,

Jane Kenyon

GHS Eventing Chairman

