GHS Showing Chairman’s Report 2010

There has been good support for the Showing Discipline throughout the past 12 months with 6 shows held during the year at Kyalami Equestrian Park, not including the multi-discipline Inter-Regional Shows. 

Once again we did not have a major sponsor for Horse of the Year Show; however we were still able to invite three top overseas judges for the SANEF classes and despite the economic recession entries for both these classes and the various breeds were not markedly reduced.

Other shows held at K.E.P. included the Pony Rider & Junior Derby and the Avis SA Derby as well as Easter Festival and Youth Festival. There is a feeling that combining the Pony Rider & Junior Derbies and Pony Rider & Junior Festival into Rider’s Festival somehow diluted the importance of these shows in the perception of competitors and there were definitely fewer entries at both shows. Horse and Hound Show in July included classes at Welcome, Novice and Open level and again the fact that the Adult showing classes were held on a working day resulted in a drop in entries. Perhaps we need to consider holding the showing section in conjunction with another show rather than trying to fit it in with the large number of jumping classes which cause inevitable timetable problems.

4 shows were also held at other venues, namely Maple Ridge and Eaton Farm.

 Mapleridge Farm offered classes for all levels from Welcome, through Novice to Open and Eaton Farm has become the home of the Autumn Gold Cup and the Welsh Showing Festival which both include a full range of SANEF classes.

The South African Pony Rider Championships were held at K.E.P. during the World Cup and this certainly contributed to the festive atmosphere. GHS Pony Riders not only won the Team event but both the South African Individual Showing Champion, Danielle Nortje on Waterside Twickers and the South African Individual Working Champion Marisa Cetinich on Caegwyn Regency Buck are GHS competitors. 
The adult team who travelled to Port Elizabeth came third in the team event and one of the Gauteng riders, Maud Aarts on Lilly of the Valley won the South African Individual Working Championship. The Junior team will also compete in Port Elizabeth at the end of the Year.

As a fund-raising initiative the Showing Committee once again organised a Golf Day, which has raised some additional funds for the discipline and was thoroughly enjoyed by all those who took part.
The committee also arranged a seminar and workshop. One section concentrated on explaining what the judge is looking for in the different classes whilst the second section involved a groom’s workshop on show turnout. Despite lots of advertising and a major effort by several members of the committee the response was disappointing although the few that did attend made it clear that it had been very beneficial.

I should like to conclude my report by thanking to Shelly Beckbessinger for her ongoing support and our Showing Secretary, Nicole De Villiers for her many hours spent finding officials and organizing our paperwork for the shows.

 I must make special mention of Jaap Du Rand and the ground-staff for all their assistance and particularly for the many working hunter and working riding courses they’ve built so uncomplainingly throughout the year.

Finally I should like to thank my committee for all their support and hard work, and their unfailing enthusiasm for and commitment to the showing discipline. 
