Show Jumping Committee 
Chairperson’s report  - 2010

The entire Show Jumping Committee has been a pleasure to work with this year. Thanks to Shelley who has supported and assisted whenever she was able. The frustrations with the training and promotions of officials however remain the same. As KEP, the show holding body is separated from GHS, the governing body, and we therefore have no official ‘training ground’ where the officials can be observed and be given practical experience.
We assisted with the sponsorship of the Rider’s Championships from our show jumping fund. Our funds are derived from the T-shirt registrations and we then manage to assist where needed. This initiative is also not without problems as we are finding the judges are reluctant to assist us, payments received and updated lists seem to be difficult for the office to co-ordinate, and the result is that certain riders continue to ride with unregistered shirts.
Judy Bowyer and Lynne Cocks have looked after the judges and officials portfolio.  They introduced ‘judges packs’ in order that all judges have the necessary paperwork.  NJ and Erica were a great help in getting theses packs ready. The committee would ideally like to have the judge’s examination papers and the results kept securely in the GHS office.  Judges should then be allowed to view their papers at the office allowing for transparency. One judge was promoted this year.  There is an urgent need for a National seminar. 
Richard Bowyer has enthusiastically taken over the co –ordination of the course-designers portfolio. He has successfully managed to rekindle the enthusiasm of the many prospective Designers who have expressed interest and placed their names onto the list of apprentices wishing to progress. Historically this has always been a controversial portfolio, and the lack of suitably qualified course designers was becoming a crisis. The examination procedure was changed to ensure a fair and transparent system. Six Regional B level Designers wrote their examination of which three passed and were promoted to Regional A level; three learner panel members wrote their 1st paper. Five designers had an opportunity to assist a visiting FEI Course Designer.  Heiko Wahlers gave an evening seminar at the Easter Show, this was enjoyed by all.  to Jaap du Rand for making the measuring sticks we handed out to all successful examination candidates. He also agreed to a feedback session  to assist course designers with their examinations. Without Jaap we would not the fantastic grounds and facilities. Thank you Jaap!
 
Our Officials contact details have been checked and verified. 
Michelle Dawson came on board to assist Yvonne Bolton with the pony riders, and through their initiative the “Pony Rider Boot camp” with Jannie Putter became a reality. Thanks to Shelley and the office who sponsored the financial side of the boot camp. Our team selectors were very successful even though struggled to get all the information needed as it seems the office software does not capture the results successfully. We made use of a number of the younger Adults as Chef d’Equippe’s for our regional teams. A task they all took on with professional enthusiasm.
As far as development goes, we once again we ‘honored’ seven grooms at the Derby for long standing service. Thanks to Gail Foxcroft who made sure that all the photo’s, interviews and co-ordination of the presentation went smoothly within the tight time frame at the Derby. She also managed to encourage a number of competitors and members to donate generously towards the cash prizes given to all the grooms in the groom’s event.
Both Bruce Dewar and Rogan Asken have assisted and supported the committee with their expertise and vast knowledge of the sport. Discussions on rule changes, the requirements of competitors, horses and sponsors have been invaluable.  
Lastly congratulations to all the riders who qualified and competed at the WEG. We are proud of their efforts and wish them all well for the future. 
My thanks to the show jumping committee, Shelley and the office who have made my term as Chairperson relatively trouble-free!
Sue van der Merwe
 
 
