VAULTING CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT 2010

I am currently in my first year on the vaulting committee in the capacity of Chairman.  I took over from Shelley Paveley who became chairperson in March 2009. Like her predecessor Trevor Bern, Shelley had done a fantastic job of steering vaulting to new heights. With a great working committee in place comprising of a group of experienced and knowledgeable members, it has been with ease that I've navigated this position.  I would like to thank all the members of this committee for their continued support and hard work over the last year and in particular, Paula Taylor, the vice chairperson, my right hand 'lady', without whom I would truly have been lost. Paula has really kept us all on track, especially with the mechanics of the discipline.

SHOWS

There have been a total of 5 grading shows in the past year

The first ever GHS Championships was held on 7th & 8th November 2009 and for the first time, incorporated an International Qualifier with Frank Spadinger from Austria officiating as A judge.   

The SA Vaulting Championships 2009, held from 4th - 7th December 2009, was held independently of any other Championship for the first time in 10 years. In the past, vaulting had been incorporated into the SA Junior championships, but in 2009, was moved to GHS from Western Province due to a lack of adequate facilities. The 2nd FEI International Qualifier with Roland Boehlen, a FEI judge from Switzerland officiating as the A Judge, ran in conjunction with this Championship. 

     The first show of 2010 was held on the 21st & 22nd March. And incorporated the first SA Champs selection, as well as the 3rd FEI International Qualifier for WEG selection. 

On the 26th & 27th June, the Vaulting Committee held an all grades show, which incorporated an FEI International qualifier, the 2nd selection for SA Champs and final selection for WEG 2010, as well as being the first show ever to have an A Grade class.  As a FEI Qualifier it was a perfect opportunity for any athletes who wanted to qualify before the final selection, as a result two more vaulters qualified to compete at WEG.  Dietmar Otto, an FEI judge and coach from Germany officiated as the A Judge. 

On the 21st & 22nd August, the combined Lower and Higher grade Inter regionals vaulting, plus a SA Champs selection for Gauteng vaulters, a very big show. The combined inter regionals was due to the fact that a lot of the higher grade vaulters would be away at WEG in Kentucky over the GHS Higher Grade Inter Regionals in September. Several teams competed in both lower and higher grades, which contributed points to their region and allowed for a good competitive spirit.  

CLINICS

Frank Spadinger held a judges clinic before the GHS championships show in November, assisting our judges and learner judges with their skills.

Roland Boehlen held a judges’ clinics before the championships, which assisted in improving our judges skills.

Tim Randy Sia, a sought after international coach and successful vaulter with a few World Championship Gold medals to boast, came to South Africa from the 12th to the 20th of April.  He held a vaulting clinic which included gym, strength classes, barrel and horse classes, aimed specifically for WEG shortlisted athletes and higher level vaulters, which was very well attended.  On the Saturday 17th April a coaches and judges clinic was run by Tim Randy Sia, focusing on the A Grade Technical test. Both areas of these clinics were highly beneficial to the vaulters, coaches and judges, as he focused on the Technical test which the A grade vaulters have to perform.

Dietmar Otto hosted a very successful lunging clinic on the 24th June 2010.

This is a neglected area in equestrian sport and he offered this as a certified clinic for anyone who wanted to improve their lunging skills. This clinic was extremely successful with 18 people attending the day, allowing all to gain more insight and improve their skills, a wonderful and extremely valuable experience for all. Dietmar, being an FEI judge offered a judges clinic on the Friday 25th June the focus was on the Technical test and D,M,L moves, on Sat and Sunday, he officiated as the A judge at the show and then held a three day coaching clinic for WEG selected vaulters from Monday 28th to Wednesday 30th June. Once again our coaches, lungers, judges, athletes and horses benefited immensely from these clinics. Dietmar enjoyed his visit to South Africa being over the Soccer World Cup, he was able to support his team, Germany as a spectator. 

International Participation in WEG in Kentucky USA 

The vaulting selection panel, made up of Shelley Paveley (Gaut), Hilde Ocenasek (WP), Helen Anderson (KZN), and Gillian Elston (KZN), made their final decision after the last selection show on the 26/27 June. 

The selected SA squad was as follows:

Mixed team                                           

Jasyn Gertenbach


Kayla Gertenbach


Chelsey Gertenbach

Bongani Mabandla

Zahne Pienaar

Hannah Newman

Melanie Harcourt-Cooke

Reserve

Khensani Maluleke

Coach

Barbie Gertenbach

Male Individuals




Bongani Mvumvu



Sebastian Andrews



Kegan Smith




Reserve

Dylan Jones 

Female Individuals

Alexa Stais

KJ Baumann

Megan Taylor

Coach

Steffi Waidmann & Nicole De Villiers

Unfortunately, due to Matric commitments, Megan Taylor, although selected was not able to go to WEG.

Our vaulters did us so proud in Kentucky, showing how the standard of our discipline is improving.

The Team came in 9th narrowly beating Australia by ,03 points, fantastic! 

In the individual males did well, Bongani Mvumvu went into the top 15 and braved the technical test, quite a feat Bongani maintained his 15th position.

Sebastian Andrews secured the 18th position and Kegan Smith 19th place, both facing many challenges used their vaulting skills and kept their wits together did us proud. .

Both our individual females performed beautifully, Alexa Stais taking 19th and KJ Baumann 30th position.

The competition was stiff and for many overwhelming, well done, you have done Gauteng and the entire nation of South Africa proud.

Other

The SANEF Technical Committee made some changes to the rules which came into effect in February, some important items included the implementation of A Grade, age classification, the number of canter rounds per day, penalties for no numbers and spotting assistance, banning of head stands in routines, changes in the C grade scoring system and the inclusion of canter pairs as a championship class in the 2010 SA Champs. 

The Soweto riding club run by Enos Mafokate continues to grow from strength to strength and have added a new vaulting horse Vuka to their yard. Unfortunately, Nicole De Villiers has recently withdrawn from coaching the Sowetans, however, Steffi Waidmann and Bongani Mvumvu are still involved in active coaching. The Soweto vaulters continue to improve, their C team presented an amazing mixed team performance with a pirate theme which qualified them to represent Gauteng at SA Champs where they took first position with ease. Congratulations must go to all the vaulters and all involved.

Despite an introduction of vaulting in the SANEF Inter school shows in 2009. It sadly did not happen in 2010. 

Once again as a province, we have a number of judges, however, still not enough and we are always campaigning to get more people involved in judging and scribing.  

The year has flown past and often it seems that little has been achieved. On reflection much has been achieved, from incredible shows enjoyed by many enthusiastic E grade vaulters to ambitious A and B grade vaulters, many of whom qualified for and participated in their first International event. Much effort has been put into enhancing the skills of all involved, be it the judges, coaches, lungers, horses or athletes, looking at the calibre of international expertise that has honoured us this past year we have been truly blessed. Thank you to all involved behind the scenes to make this a reality. With all of this plus the support of their society GHS, and SANEF, may the equestrian discipline of vaulting grow from strength to strength in years to come. 

Janet Pitchford

VAULTING CHAIRPERSON

