GHS Newsletter
Editor: Marika Kruger
GHS Office Closure: 15 December 2010 - 3 January 2011
GHS will be closing offices for Christmas break on 15 of December 2010 to 3 of January 2011. We would like to wish you a wonderful and memorable festive season. Please drive safely on the Roads. We Hope that this coming year brings you hope and strength multiplied for a successful future. Remember, the best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched – they must be felt with the heart. Best Wishes…

The 2010 Avis SA Derby
Derby’s done and dusted!

Congratulations to …
Ronnie Lawrence for winning the Avis SA Derby on Avis Gryphon Rouge
Michael Benjamin for winning the Avis SA Mini Derby on Wyoming
Neriska Prinsloo for winning The Avis SA Micro Derby on White Spirit C
Jeanne Engela for winning the Young Rider Stal van Decraen Series on Chanel van de Zeshoek
Dominey Alexander for winning the Compleat Horse on Cellehof Tin Tin
Andrea Harrison for winning the Dressage Rider Derby
Sue Horne and Asterix winning the Dressage Horse Derby

Siobhan Records winning the Dressage Mini Derby
Nicole Smith for winning the Stal van Decraen Dressage Series
Rodney Foster for winning the Driving Derby
Greg Goss riding Mary Slack’s Dark Rider for winning Show Horse Derby
Maud Aarts riding Kay Schofield’s Lily of the Valley winning the Working Horse Derby
Well done to all the Amateur Series winners.
Thanks again to all our sponsors:
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Derby happenings:
·     The Cocktail Party on the Wednesday evening was well attended, and well done to Mark van Achterbergh for his first catering stint since joining the GHS Team.

·     We were overwhelmed by the support for the GHS WEG team members – it was wonderful to see so many people there. R8500 was raised at this fund raiser, and will be distributed to the team riders/vaulters.

·     Well done to Perfect Dube and Chris van der Merwe for winning the Cable Stitch in what was a very exciting competition.

·     The Grooms Turn-out competition was a huge success.  Well done to John Ncube, employed by Bryce and Sue McCall for winning this competition.  This was the first initiative for our new Grooms Members – GHS thanks Jenny Neill for the fantastic idea of creating this category.

 
Grooms Challenge at the 2010 Avis SA Derby
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A heroes welcome back!!
This year’s Avis Derby was graced with a new event…The Grooms class, where grooms were given the opportunity to display their special skills. This class was also held to support the newly introduced Grooms Membership by the Gauteng Horse Society. The class only began with less than 8 entries but before the end of the week we had over 20 grooms that had been entered. Each Member who entered their groom was asked for a write up about their groom, so during the judging (done by Sue Cook) of the groom and his/her horse, the announcer (Erika Field) would read through the write up. Some of the write ups were so touching and had one or many of the spectators shading a tear or two, some were quite funny too! Moses Ngwenya, Sandy Harvey’s Groom was said to be a lady’s man and all ladies who wished to have his number were very welcome to do so at their own risk. I have never seen grooms as smart as they all were that day. It was visibly clear that it was a special day for them. All 23 grooms that entered for the class got Certificates, Gifts and Prize money. The top six Grooms more prizes and had the privilege of receiving their prizes in the main Bob Charter Arena from The Chairman Panayiotis Stais and Marie-Claude Turlot. It was one of my favourite classes at Derby this year. Many thanks to everyone for making it all possible. John Ncube, Bryce McCall’s groom came 1st, 2nd place was Tobias Ngwenya (Megan Hanes) and 3rd place went to Kenneth Mkhwananzi (Nadia Cetinich). It is our hope that the Groom’s class will continue to grow bigger and better in coming years. They do such a great job looking after our horses…

Amy Mudzamiri

GHS GROOMS MEMBERSHIP
Applications are coming in fast and furiously.  This is a fantastic new initiative which we believe will benefit all grooms. Our grooms are the back bone of the industry.
HAVE YOU REGISTERED YOUR GROOM YET?

Watch this space for other activities for Grooms.

SA Champs

GHS wishes everyone competing at SA Champs at ICB, PE and KEP the best of luck!! GO GHS!

GHS Awards Evening
The Annual GHS Awards Evening is coming up in January/February. Keep a watchful eye out on all the GHS newsflashes for the exact date!!!
Please could all 2009 winners return their trophies before 15 December 2010? We need to have them all back before we close for December.
The GHS on-line entry system is now up and running!
We encourage you to make use of this fantastic new facility.  The All Grade Dressage Schedule is now up and can be entered on line.  Please remember that at this stage only KEP Shows can be entered on-line.  Once we have made sure the system is 100% we will make it available to affiliated venues.
A dedicated PC is available at the GHS Office for those of you who would like some one-on-one assistance with entering on-line, or who don’t have a PC at home.
Horse Of The Year

The Horse Of The Year show will take place early February and entries will be closing early in January. Please make sure that you keep an eye out on the GHS website and the GHS newsflash for the schedule.
KYALAMI EQUESTRIAN PARK RULES
·       Only GHS members may ride on KEP Grounds;
·       Hard hats MUST be worn while riding in the KEP grounds – failure to do so will incur a R500 fine;
·       No speeding on the KEP roads – not only is this dangerous, but also kicks up dust;
·       No overtaking on the KEP Roads.
Well done Anneli – we are SO proud of you 
Equestrian greats welcomed into British Horse Society Hall of Fame
Four equestrian legends have been inducted into the British Horse Society (BHS) Hall of Fame. 
Show producer the late Count Robert Orssich, showjumper Malcolm Pyrah and top eventer, showjumper and dressage rider Anneli Drummond-Hay were all welcomed into the Hall of Fame this month, and Anneli's famous thoroughbred Merely-A-Monarch was also included on the list. 
The ceremony took place on 19 October at the Household Cavalry's Knightsbridge Barracks in London. 
The Hall of Fame was set up in 2005 to celebrate both human and equine heroes and to promote the equestrian achievements to a wider audience. Plaques to commemorate the laureates are displayed outside the barracks. 
Count Robert Orssich was a Hungarian count who produced the legendary hack Liberty Light and heavyweight hunter Moonstone. He also instigated the first Windsor Horse Show in 1942 with friend Geoffrey Cross. He died in 1987 after freak accident helping load a horse. 
Malcolm Pyrah the World, European, team and individual show jumping medallist represented Great Britain in over 60 Nations Cups. He was also team trainer for the British show jumping team between 1990-2000. 
Anneli Drummond-Hay competed at the very highest level in eventing, dressage and show jumping. She won Burghley and Badminton on Merely-A-Monarch and made five Nations Cup appearances between 1963 and 1970. 
Merely-a-Monarch was voted in a L'Annee Hippique World poll as one of the best 50 horses of the last century. 
The laureates were selected by a panel chaired by Patrick Print and comprised renowned show jumper Liz Edgar, Olympic gold medal-winning eventer Richard Meade, showing star Robert Oliver, Paralympic gold medallist Lee Pearson and Horse & Hound editor Lucy Higginson. 
