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	Letter from the Chairperson

Happy New Year to one and all West Region members! May 2011  be a prosperous and Successful year for all of us.

Firstly, I would like to welcome our new committee members, viz. Ilse Venter – Equitation, Jacqui de Greef – Dressage, and Lauren Hinrichsen – Showjumping.

Secondly, to all our committed committee members who are staying in office for 2011, viz. Belinda Deverson – Showing, Meagan Hinrichsen – Showjumping, Laura Barnard – Treasurer and Lesley Opperman – Eventing/Reining/Vaulting/Driving, thank you for your commitment and support over the past years and also for the coming year!

There is a workshop being hosted by GHS for chairpeople and vices at KEP in January 2011 and this will be great for the development of the committees. The information will be rolled out to the rest of the committee members at our meeting towards the end of January 2011.

I would also like to take this opportunity to encourage each and every one of you as members of the West to contact us should you have any queries, need any detail, etc. Our doors are always open!

Good Luck for the upcoming shows and please keep those results rolling in!

Yours

Gail Hinrichsen

Chairperson

082 557 0896

gail.hinrichsen@gmail.com
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General:

1. Don’t forget to register for 2011 for the West, to be recognized for selection to our 2011 teams. 

We use the info supplied by you to update contact details so that we can easily contact you for team selection.

2. Send in your results to your discipline selector to ensure, if you qualify, your selection for the team/s.

3. Should you have a photograph/picture/

joke you would like to include in our newsletter, feel free to send to gail.hinrichsen@gmail.com  and (depending on space allowances) we will try our best to put in our newsletter.
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Showing

Welcome back to everyone. We hope you are all well rested and ready to take on 2011.  

Welcome Riders

Please remember that if you want to be considered for any teams, you need to send your results through to me so I can update the database.  Please send all your results to belindade@discovery.co.za (
Shows 

Horse of the Year–KEP 15–20 Feb 2011  

Pony Rider & Junior Derby – KEP – 19 – 21 March 2011

Pony Rider Festival – KEP – 

2 – 3 April 2011

Easter Festival – KEP – 19 – 27 April 2011

Training shows will be advised.

I would like to wish you all the best for 2011 and may you have tons of happy and safe riding.

Belinda 



074 101 8033 (after 6pm only)


belindade@discovery.co.za
EQUITATION:

Please send all equitation results of shows competed to ilseventer@telkomsa.net 

EVENTING:

Please send all eventing show results to lesleyopp@gmail.com
QUOTES:

# " You can take a horse to water but you can't make it drink."

- English Proverb

"The wind of heaven is that which blows between a horse's ears".

-Arabian Proverb

Good people get cheated, just as good horses get ridden. ~Chinese Proverb

"Judge not the horse by his saddle."

- Chinese Proverb
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What is the Perfect Horse? 

Images of a majestic black stallion with a flowing mane and tail, or golden palomino mare with a perfect blaze come to mind. But that is not the Perfect Horse. I think the Perfect Horse is more like the one that I rode as a kid on a ranch, a horse that more of a teacher and friend. 

	Dressage

Compliments of the season to everyone and welcome back to a new year of great riding. 

Hopefully all riders and horses had a fantastic break and are ready for the 2011 show year.  

Well done to all West riders who excelled in 2010 and good luck to everyone for the coming year. I remind everyone that once again you need to register with the West to make yourself eligible for selection (if we don’t know about you, we can’t select you). 

Horses and ponies also need to be registered with GHS. All this information can be found on the GHS website. 

Please can everyone start sending in results as soon as possible, especially the youngsters competing in inter-schools.

Happy riding!

Jacqui de Greef

West Region Dressage

072 397 2238

jaxdegreef@gmail.com
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The Perfect Horse isn't necessarily stunningly beautiful; He's probably gotten a few scars and dings from life, been hurt but lived through it, been scared but overcome it, and ready to teach his rider to do the same. 
The Perfect Horse is not just arena-ridden. He will let you feel what it's like to gallop into the ocean waves, chase a neighbor's cows, or play tag on horseback. 
The Perfect Horse will buck you off when you deserve it, but wait patiently for you to get back on.
The Perfect Horse has problems; He will teach you to deal with them. The Perfect Horse knows that you can't learn to be a skilled horseman if everything goes your way.
The Perfect Horse will challenge you, but only as much as you are ready to handle. He will teach you that you still have more to learn. 

The Perfect Horse is tough; He will gallop when he's too tired, jump obstacles that are too high, go up hills that are too steep, can handle the results of your ignorance or youth. He will make you look back and shake your head in amazement, and think, "I can't believe he did that for me". 
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A mean horseman went into a saddler's shop and asked for one spur. "One spur?" asked the saddler. "Surely you mean a pair of spurs, sir?" "No, just one," replied the horseman. "If I can get one side of the horse to go, the other side is bound to come with it!"

Showjumping

Seasons greetings to everyone!! Hope all horses and riders had a super holiday and are well rested and ready for 2011!! 

Please remember to send in your results to ensure that we do not exclude you by mistake!! We do our best to find everyone but we are not perfect and do make mistakes. So to ensure this does not happen to you, send your results for pony riders to Meagan at meaganspike@yahoo.com and for juniors and adults to Lauren at laurenbombadier@yahoo.com. 

We wish you the best of luck for this year!!!!

Lauren Hinrichsen 

072 036 8351

Meagan Hinrichsen 

072 036 8107

The Perfect Horse is not, however, a superhorse. He may go lame or colic, or suffer from an abscess. He will teach you there is more to horsemanship than just riding. 
The Perfect Horse will forgive you when you make mistakes, and expect you to do the same. He will try to ignore the tack that doesn't fit right, the confusing signals, and will do his best to please. 
The Perfect Horse will not live on air. He will need food and water daily and a clean shelter to live in. He will teach you to work, but it will be worth it.
The Perfect Horse may not be the prettiest or the fastest, but he has the most heart. When he wins a ribbon, you know he really deserved it. 
The Perfect Horse loves a good carrot and a pat on the neck. In fact, that is his greatest reward; A little treat, a little love, and appreciation is what the Perfect Horse lives for.

Your Perfect Horse may be different. He or she may be all of the above or not. He may be old or young, a pony or a draft horse. He may have more problems or more attributes. But if you're smiling, crying, or understanding as you read this, then chances are you too have known a Perfect Horse. 
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