SA EVENTING - PLAN 2012-2014  

Update #1 – January 2011
 ________________________________________________________________
There is a strong all round consensus in SA and FEI for us to build on the Kentucky 2010 experience for the 2012 London and 2014 Normandy milestones.

 

LONDON 2010
Involves two paths:
1 Physical – qualifying and ranking

2 Political – SASCOC endorsement

Physical
· consensus on need for coach to focus and develop all potentials (for 2012 and 2014)

· consensus on suitability of JPC

· JPC is very interested and negotiations are advancing
· Planning to have first clinics before Easter

· FEI event scheduling in place for top end and development
· Support for Organising Committees;  Course designers /builders and Officials without whom it is not possible to run the events throughout the country
· Subsequent to JPC clinics and any specific requirements, the calendar of events can be modified
Political

 

· Key players are SAEC (Chairman Tony Lewis; Secretary General Angie Meredith) established "as a body created to represent equestrian sports in negotiations with regulatory bodies in the Republic", and SANEF (Chairman Eric Bianchi) the majority constituent of SANEC.
· Eventing is in the forefront regarding request for clarity and actively pursuing meeting with potential London 2012 participants, i.e. Show Jumping, Dressage, Vaulting and Para-Dressage, with view to a common approach.   

Update on WEG Heroes
                                             

 King's Courier and Quantum Leap have been sold in UK, thus closing the loop of an incredible journey for Douglas and Heidi.  It was always the strategy to sell the horses post WEG and congratulations to Doug and Heidi for having the vision, acumen and financial braveness to live the WEG dream and remain solvent, and whilst it is always poignant to part company with horses who provide such thrills, joy and fulfilment, there, at times, has to be a reality in life. As stated by FEI official Patricia Clifton,  this "Natal model" was a great success. It has really opened up avenues for the SA eventing world which can have a major impact on South Africans' ability to compete on the world eventing stage and prove that we can produce horses of high quality.
 

 Zorba and Kardinal will return to SA leaving England on 20 January.  Zorba is near the end of an illustrious career.  Graham rode the cross country round of his life at Lexington and left no-one in any doubt as to his world class riding ability.  Kardinal and Martyn will compete in SA with full focus on London 2012.

 

 Heartbreak Hill will campaign in Europe with sights on London 2012.  He will be based with Tamsyn Hutchins in Looe, North Cornwall.  Paul will ride him in the Portugal (Lisbon) circuit in a CIC 1* weekend of 26 February and a CIC 3* weekend of 12 March.  This latter event is the very first FEI qualifying event for the London 2012 games, go Harry!
We hope to bring the news to all interested parties so watch this space for regular updates, if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask.
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