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Note from the Editor

The GHS Eventers have been kept very busy during the course of the last month, with many having had a very successful 2010/2011 season thus far, both on the local and international circuits. Unfortunately, at the time of going to press, the final ICB results were not available. I will be sure to include these in the May newsletter.

Fourways is the only remaining 3-phase eventing show before the Classics start, wishing everyone the best of luck for this final 3-phase show of the 2010/2011 season. Whilst this season is drawing to an end, the season of AHS is well and truly underway and, unfortunately, the midges are thriving. 604 cases have been reported thus far with 85% of those cases resulting in the death of the horses. I urge you to take all the necessary precautions and should you suspect that your horse may have AHS, please do not hesitateto call the 24 hour emergency call centre: 082 965 4082.

Any views or comments for the forthcoming newsletters would be appreciated. Please email me at sarah@hadeco.co.za. 

Until next time, happy riding!

Four GHS Eventers make the 2012 London Olympics Long-List

Last month SASCOC requested that SANEF submit an eventing long list for the 2012 London Olympic Games.We were delighted to be advised by the SANEF Technical Committee that Alexander Peternell, Paul Hart, Graham Winn and Martyn Swanepoel were all chosen to be on the long list. 

Other riders who were included on the long list are Stuart Fitzgerald, Mandy Mason, Hannah Brown and Inge Hansen. 

As you may have noticed, GHS riders form half of the long list! Well done for flying the GHS flag high! Congratulations boys!
GHS Team Selectors 2011
Congratulations to the following people have been appointed as the GHS Eventing team selectors for 2011:

Pony Riders: Katrina Gill, Sue Jarman and Jane Kenyon

Juniors: Linda Philo, Katrina Gill and Coreen Barker 
Adult Novice: Andy Robinson, Claire Viljoen and Sue Jarman 
Adult Open: Jane Kenyon, Marion Clough and Janine Evans.

The applicable protocols can be found on the GHS website.

1m Dressage Directive

This directive creates new dressage tests for the 1m class. The new tests became effective on 1 March 2011. Please see the SANEF website for the Directive and the revised tests.

Springs Horse Trials 

As always, Graham Winn and his team produced a truly superb track. The going was excellent and much effort had gone into ensuring that the obstacles were new and exciting. Many thanks Graham, your efforts are much appreciated.

Congratulations to the following riders who achieved places:

	Class
	Rider
	Horse

	Pony Eventing 70cm
	1st: Alexandra Munn
	Waterside Picture Perfect

	
	2nd: Anri van der Westhuizen
	Tumbles

	
	3rd: Thomas Erkskine 
	Golden Spirit

	Junior Eventing 70cm
	1st: Meryl Renders
	Kingfisher Blue

	
	2nd: Taylor Mac Kinnon
	Queen of the Nile

	Adult Eventing 70cm 

(Pool 1)
	1st: Mathew Smith
	Brutal Fruit

	
	2nd: Patrick Brown
	Wow’s Oxoriou

	
	3rd: Esda Scheepers
	Eros

	Adult Eventing 70cm 

(Pool 2)
	1st: Ingrid Opperman
	Rivendell Preamus

	
	2nd: Ashleigh Schaap
	His Honour

	
	3rd: Miriam Sweeney
	Woodlands

	Pony Eventing 80cm
	1st: Tegan Bruyns
	Buffy Avante

	Junior Eventing 80cm
	1st: Katie Keller
	Voigtskirch Belcanto

	
	2nd: Corbin Joubert
	Kiss from a Rose

	
	3rd: Michaela Steyn
	Lang Karel Jack

	Adult Eventing 80cm 

(Pool 1)
	1st: Claire Martin 
	Capital Natasha

	
	2nd: Patrick Brown
	No Choice

	
	3rd: Cindy de Villiers
	Intunje

	Adult Eventing 80cm

(Pool 2)
	1st: Mathew Smith
	Opera Score

	
	2nd: Sarah Butler
	Jemede Jester

	
	3rd: Georgina Courtis
	Summer Chimes

	Pony 90cm
	1st: Nadia Lombard
	Wayfillan Pileus

	
	2nd: Jennifer Abbot
	Henham Polo

	Junior 90cm
	1st: Tamsyn Jurgens
	Star Alliance

	
	2nd: Sophie Foster
	Font Bontari

	
	3rd: Chantel Jonker
	Regmaject

	Adult 90cm
	1st: Patrick Brown

2nd: Julie Bennet

3rd: Paula Grobler
	Wow’s Kankowski

Little Soldier

Night of the Fox


News from Alex Peternell

I have two new international riders based in my yard. One is a Portuguese Grand Prix Dressage rider who also events and the other is a 4* Swedish event rider who is planning on riding at Badminton which is great, as I will not be competing there this year (though hopefully next year). It will be good to have someone from my own yard to cheer along with other friends that will be competing too.

My season did not get off to the flying start that I was hoping for and I have to say that things didn’t quite turn out how I had envisaged that they would at my first event of the season. I never expect the first outing with any horse to be great as we are bound to be either rusty or fresh or both! Competing four horses and bringing two back lame is not a good event in anyone's books but I am relieved that they are only lame and not dead which was a distinct possibility at the time.

My preparation was good. I have had some excellent dressage sessions and had been SJ schooling and all of the horses had performed very well. The XC schooling and galloping was going great and I had every reason to feel confident that my horses would be fit and strong for their first event. However, as I am sure everyone will agree, horses are full of surprises! 

I thought that I would be sensible and do an Open Novice with my Advanced horses just a nice easy run to dust the cobwebs off. Well, Uprising was so full of himself that I could barely keep him from leaping and bucking out the arena, which would not be good as I wanted to run cross country and if he made an impromptu exit from the dressage arena, he would be eliminated! We kept it together enough to scrape a test together and got back to the lorry, washed him off, all good so far.

I then competed Doni, who was only marginally better, but I was happy with our new routine of warming up. He completed the rest of the disciplines with mediocre performance but felt great in fitness and health, so back to drawing board to make the necessary improvements. While he was being walked off, I got Uprising ready to jump, swapped them on the lorry and the moment I had closed the partition on Doni, Uprising broke away and loaded himself! The problem was that he was holding his leg up in pain, ‘just GREAT, I thought!' I trotted him up and he was lame, not very, but enough for me to call it a day, cold hose, bandage and take him home.

Back for day two of the event with two more horses to compete and I had to borrow a lorry as Alice was using ours. We arrived at the show feeling good as the horses had travelled well. 

I rode the youngster Topstar and he was fresh but still managed to pull off a pretty good test. I was then about to be given a leg up onto Ears (another youngster) when for some unknown reason Topstar thought he could climb out of the back of the lorry, and it all went very wrong after that!

We reacted immediately, tried to shoo him back and stop him getting over but the damage was done. He was stuck with his hind legs still in the horse part and everything else in the living area. It seemed like an eternity before the fire brigade came, it wasn't, but when you holding your horse through the jockey door without being inside the lorry it felt like ages! I was praying and hoping that by some miracle I will be able to take my horse home and when the Fire and Rescue commander spoke to me about his plan of getting him out, there was a flare of hope that just maybe they could do it!

They had to cut away part of the partition and then slide him into the gap and hope that he would reverse himself out, which thankfully he did. The relief and gratitude that washed over me at that point with Topstar standing very dopey but alive, very nearly had me sobbing like a babe! He took a few moments to get out of the lorry and stand in sunlight with all the Firemen standing in a line in front of their lorries. I looked up and thanked them feebly because I was desperate not to break down and cry!

I am glad to say both horses are well. Uprising is sound so he is back in gentle work and Topstar has a long recovery period but, besides a couple scratches on his stifles and a very sore and swollen tummy, he seems unbelievably well so I think all considered, I was very lucky.

My event last Tuesday was much better. All Ears and I came 8th and I came 4th riding Uprising in the Open Intermediate – very annoying as I was beaten into 4th by Mary King by 0.1 penalties!

Paul Hart achieves a Qualifying Round at Barroca D’alva
Paul and Harry rode the 3 Star in Portugal at Barroca D’alva and Paul gave us a blow-by-blow account of his latest adventure!

Dressage

The dressage was on the Friday the 11th Of March and Paul was satisfied with their performance. Harry was very relaxed and finished in the middle of the field, which boded well for the Cross Country. 
Cross Country

Having walked the country course, Paul’s feelings were that it was quite daunting and big. In addition to this, he had to face his bogey obstacle – a carbon copy of the infamous water complex at WEG!Understandably, he was nervous leading up to the country but, as always, Paul said he could literally feel the amazing positive energy from all of us back home. 

The going was fabulous and it was a chilly 18 degrees. The course was 3626m with 24 jumps with a total of 36 efforts.Paul said the first four jumps weren’t great and the fifth was massive which Harry jumped beautifully and after that they both found their rhythm. The water complex he rode quite hard but was ready for anything that came their way. The combination sailed through without any issues – a great way for Paul and Harry to put his unfortunate WEG experience well and truly behind them!

They went clear for jumping in the country and Paul said Harry just flew like Pegasus through the heavens. Paul incurred some unnecessary time faults as he ended up on the wrong side of the tape so had to double back. 

The pair finished with 22 time faults, which Paul was a little disappointed about (vowing to make sure he looked at where the tape was on the next course he rode). They are achieved a qualifying round which was his objective for the show. Of the 48 entries, only 30 came through the cross country phase to show jump – a testament to just how tough the course really was.

 Show Jumping
The pair completed their final phase of Barroca D’alva 3* on Sunday afternoon. They took 2 poles in the triple combination. The going was a bit soggy and the jumps were huge. There were only four clear rounds for showjumping in the 3*. 

All in all, it was a successful outing for Paul, who achieved his first objective of earning a qualifying round needed for the Olympics and some very valuable points. 

Paul is back in SA and is planning to ride in Spain at the beginning of May.  They had a really great start the their 2011 European campaign with the additional good news that Albion Saddlemakers have sponsored Paul with saddles and tack moving forward. 

You can follow Paul and Harry’s journey on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Paul-Hart-Weg2010/259214698928
 
News from Hayley Parker
Pigrela, Hayley’s new eventing horse, is currently based at Lucinda & Clayton Fredericks' Training Facility in Wiltshire in the UK. Hayley has been training with the Fredericks since August last year and recently came back to Johannesburg to continue her studies at Pretoria University this year. 

 

She will go over regularly during her University holidays to maintain her training with the Fredericks and compete Pigrela. Clayton Fredericks will be competing Pigrela when Hayley is not in the UK.  Clayton is ranked 22 and Lucinda 45 in the FEI World rankings. They have been incredible to Hayley and are true professionals.
 

Hayley has been selected for the SASCOC 2016 RIO Olympics OPEX programme and this International coaching will be invaluable to both of them going forward. 

 

Lysander flew back to South Africa 8 March for Hayley to have a competitive horse here in Johannesburg.
Wishing Michelle Winn a speedy recovery

Michelle had an unfortunate fall off her huge youngster last week during one of Graham’s lessons. Unfortunately she sustained a broken arm. Pins were inserted and, by all accounts, the operation was a success.  We wish Michelle a speedy recovery.

Forthcoming Events

Upcoming Shows

	Date



	Venue

	3 Star

	2 Star

	1 Star

	1m


	0.9m


	0.8m


	0.7m


	Intro

	16 April 
	17 April
	Fourways
	
	
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	X

	7 May
	8 May
	ICB Eventing Classic
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21 May
	22 May
	Le Godimo Eventing Classic
	
	
	
	X
	x
	x
	x
	

	4 June
	5 June
	Fourways Eventing Classic
	
	
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	

	18 June
	19 June
	NFEP Eventing Classic
	
	
	
	X
	x
	x
	x
	


Alex Peternell Clinics& Lecture
Alex Peternell’s previous clinics, held at Fourways during December 2010, were a resounding success and those who attended found his insights and advice invaluable. After competing at Bramham, Alex will once again fly out to SA to hold clinics and to give a lecture. The dates and venues are as follows:

7 June 2011          Fourways Equestrian Centre

8 June 2011          ICB

9 June 2011          Northern Farms

10 June 2011        Northern Farms

18 June 2011        TBC
Lecture: Thursday 9th June 

The classes will cater for eventers from 70cm up to and including 1*.

For further details and for a schedule of times for the applicable classes, please contact sarah@hadeco.co.za.
