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AHS havoc in 2011
African horse sickness (AHS) has reached epidemic proportions across South Africa this summer season, with Gauteng badly hit as well. 

Although we don’t have complete information about how many horses and in particular how many dressage horses have succumbed to AHS. 

We are aware of the following casualties of this terrible sickness: Shiree Darley’s lovely elementary-medium mare, Weltina, Rebecca Haynes’ mareStormin’ Home, whose face was also the ‘model’ for the National Horse Trust, Anel Pelser was very hard hit, losing four horses: FS Danella, a five-year-old SAWB mare just about to commence her competitive career in prelim, Grootverlange Parmant, her four-year-old Boerperd gelding, Lorelock What a Joy, her five-year-old SAWB mare, Tokoza Fortuner, her bay Boerperd mare who started her competition career at the first School League show. There are many more owners who have lost their horses to AHS and our thoughts are with all of them for their tragic losses.

Some pattern has emerged. Horses five years and younger and horses from overseas which have been in South Africa for less than five years appear more susceptible than horses who have been vaccinated regularly for more than five years.

Updated information about AHS can be viewed on www.africanhorsesickness.co.za. There is some excellent information on this site, including do’s and don’ts in terms of treatments.

Farewell
Our condolences to the owners of two more horses have also recently passed away: Philippa Terblanche's successful little stallion Ashgar Kinross, who many remember with great fondness and Janet Dewar-Pitts' precious horse, Ludwig, who died after a colic operation.

Zilla’s wins GP in Italy 

In his first Grand Prix competition, Zilla Pearse’s Trugold Sarkozy excelled in both his classes at a national show in None, near Turin on 4 and 5 March 2011. The pair won the Saturday competition with a very credible 63.5% and on the Sunday, Sarkozy went spectacularly well in another Grand Prix test to come second with 65%.

The pair competed against some significantly more experienced horse and rider combinations, including Italy’s top dressage rider, Valentina Truppa, who is currently in the top 20 in the world rankings. In his second class Sarkozy was beaten into second place by a mere 0.13%. 
Zilla’s other top horse Hale Bops also competed for the first time at Intermediaire 2 level on the Saturday and then in Intermediaire 2 preliminary on the Sunday. His results were also superb, achieving second place on the first day and winning his Sunday class with 65.4%. 
According to Zilla, this is a very gratifying start to the season and the run up to qualifying for the Olympics. It was also a good preparatory show in anticipation of their first internationals also in March in Vidabaun, France.
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Zilla Pearse and Sarkozy
Three South Africans at international CSI3*, CDI3* and CDIYH show
More than 600 horses gathered in Vidauban, France, at the end of March for three successive international show jumping and dressage shows.

Those individual riders interested in qualifying for the Olympic Games in 2012 need to achieve good world ranking points between 1 March 2011 and 1 March 2012, so there was some very serious competition from all over the world, including South Africa. In the CSI3* South African show jumper, Cara Frew competed and in the CDI3* both ZillaPearse and Adriaan Van Wyk rode in the Big Tour.

The initial intention with Zilla’s Hale Bops was to enter him in the Small Tour, but he was going so well that at the last minute it was decided to give him his first experience in the Big Tour. At this international show, only one horse could be entered in each class, so Hale Bops was entered in the Grand Prix Freestyle and Sarkozy in the Grand Prix Special.

On Thursday 24 March there were 21 horses in the Grand Prix Freestyle and both Adriaan on Othello and Zilla on Hale Bops gave very credible performances gaining their initial world ranking points and qualifying for the Consolation Grand Prix on March in which they finished second and third respectively. Despite some mistakes, Hale Bops shows great promise.

Sarkozy  competed on Friday, 25 March in a field of 29 top international riders and rode a good first test for 62.8% although he didn’t show much passage. In his second competition on 27 March he was placed sixth in a field of 14 with 63.8%. Sarkozy had settled down by the second test and gave an impressive performance that showed more of his potential. His passage was much better although there were a couple of small mistakes in his transitions.

The experience at this show was very positive, as both horses and riders gained much experience in a short period of time with the opportunity to compete several times at international level against a strong field of top riders. Zilla plans to take both horses to their next CDI 3*in Lipica, Slovenia at the end of May, but to look, before then, for a couple of national shows during April to give them more Grand Prix experience.

It was the first time that Zilla and Adriaan had met face to face and both agreed it was great to have a fellow South African competitor at the show and that this would hopefully to be repeated soon.

Pictures:
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Adriaan van Wyk and Othello, Zilla Pearse and Hale Bops. 
Prelim officially a grade
From 1 April 2011, all preliminary classes – except for ungraded training show classes – are now graded. This does not affect the entry fees and levies and preliminary classes also remain open to both entry- and full-level members. Horses and ponies need to be registered as before and all rules that are applicable to the other grades (SANEF rules, section 34), will now apply to preliminary as well. Downgrades to preliminary, for example, will therefore have to be approved by the provincial dressage committee and preliminary horses and ponies will now receive grading points.

Congratulations Derby winners
The exciting Pony Rider and Junior Derby took place over the weekend of 18 to 21 March. Sponsored by Valpre, Vitamin Water and Horse Haven this wonderful event was jam packed with entertainment.

Congratulations to the dressage derby winners. The Junior Derby was won by Rialet Nel on Stephanie Glover’s B&H Nelson and the Pony Riders Derby was won by Marissa Cetinich on Buckenberg Estie (owned by Anthea Michaletos). Well done!

More international news! 
Philippa Johnson and Verdi have just returned home from their first international competition of 2011 at the new Hippodrome in Deauville, France. The Hippodrome has only been open since October and she says it is “fantastic”. Before the competition Philippa gave Verdi a half-hour of light work so he could stretch his legs and she described him as “super fresh, not helped by the fact that it was 4°C with a horribly sharp wind!”

She continues: “Thursday he pulled out even fresher but we were able to work him in both the indoor and outdoor competition arenas. Friday, the first day of competition, he had still not settled and I was starting to stress just a little for my ride in the afternoon. That said, when we started warming up he felt a thousand times better and I could actually start riding him. As a result of his behaviour I rode a very 'safe' first test and we finished sixth with 66.09%. There were 10 horses competing in Grade IV class.
“Saturday morning I rode him again in the morning and he felt super, so that afternoon I rode much more along the lines of how I have been competing him in the able-bodied competitions. I was thrilled. It was a much better test with no mistakes. Unfortunately being the Championships the judges always mark stronger and we finished 5th with 64.94%.
“On Sunday we rode the Kur in the indoors. My aim was to ride with a little more spark, which Verdi gave in buckets! As we entered at the canter, he kicked out and did three flying changes before we halted! He got a little too sparky but we were able to do a reasonable test and finished fourth with 68.25%.
“It was the first time the organisers had ever organised such a competition and there were some things that needed to be improved but generally it was a super competition with 14 countries competing. It was great being back in the international arena again. It gives all of us a very good insight into the competition we are up against and this only motivates us to work harder!”

Thank you!
We received an email from Liz Dewsbury to Sheba, dressage committee, judges and riders.

“Thank you all for the super party, generous gift and wonderful card with so many good wishes. It was such a surprise and meant so much. I will miss seeing you at the shows but will take fantastic memories with me, and once I conquer this email thing, I will be in touch. Special thanks to Shelly, Kate, Sheba, Judy and Anastasia for organising everything. I have loved working at the shows in any capacity. Anastasia is now a first class show director and I have loved working with her in the recorders box.”

 

“Good luck to all of you in your riding, teaching and judging.”
Oops!
In the last edition of Rider's Digest we said that Runway Warrior was owned by Gary Alpass. The horse is actually owned by Moira Hampson and ridden by Gary. Our apologies for the mistake.
